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Jeremiah 1:4-10

A Prophet of the LORD is a Powerful Thing

1.  The LORD sets them apart

2.  The LORD is with them

3.  The Word of the LORD is in them

The story has been told of a husband who bought his wife a small taser gun or stun-gun for Christmas.  In assembling the gun, he was surprised to see that it ran on two small AA batteries.  He was curious about how effective this little piece of plastic with a low dose of battery power could be.  So, being a man, he decided to try it on himself.  What was supposed to be a short one second burst to the thigh turned out to be an extended full jolt to the body.  You see, you can’t administer a one-second shock to yourself.  At the initial shock, your muscles contract, including the muscle that’s in your finger holding down the trigger—and you wind up giving yourself the maximum shock.  The man woke up on the floor—his glasses all the way across the room and his cat licking his face.  He described the feeling as being body-slammed by Jesse Ventura.  His body was tingling and twitching.  Something so small that seemed so powerless turned out to be more powerful than he had ever imagined.  
When you looked at Jeremiah, you saw a young man—nothing more, nothing less.  I’m not sure what he looked like.  But he was just a flesh and blood human being.  And yet in our text we see how God took someone so ordinary and used them for something extraordinary.  In the opening chapter of Jeremiah we get to see that a prophet of the LORD is a powerful thing.  

4The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
Jeremiah did not go to the LORD out of boredom one day and say, “Got anything for me to do, LORD?”  Jeremiah did not approach God and say, “I’ve decided that I’m going to give my life to you LORD.”  No, God is the one who sent his word to Jeremiah.  

The LORD, the one true God who was and who is and who always will be knew him.  He knew him so intimately that he knew him before he was even born.  The LORD had formed this young man in his mother’s womb.  When you’re the one who is making something, you know whatever it is you make forward and backward.  And the LORD had set him apart.  He did not look at Jeremiah and say, “Ah look, there is such a fine young man that I’m going to pick him.  He picked him before he was even born—before he even had a chance to do anything at all.  It was God’s grace that chose Jeremiah.  God set Jeremiah apart because he had a specific role in mind for this one.  He would appoint him as a prophet to the nations.

The word prophet really means “someone who speaks out God’s Word.”  Jeremiah knew what the LORD was asking him to do.  It didn’t take him very long to take a short inventory of himself and see that he was not really fit for the task.
6“Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”
In Jewish society, young men were not very well respected.  They hadn’t been around long enough to get the life experiences needed to have true wisdom.  You had to be at least 30 to get any respect.  We don’t know how old Jeremiah was, but he was young enough that he considered himself a child.  And speaking—that wasn’t really his thing.  

Our text started with God picking Jeremiah to be his very own prophet out of his grace.  The focus was all on God and his initiative.  Did you notice how quickly Jeremiah turns the attention away from the word of the LORD and onto himself?  God said, “Jeremiah, I picked you to speak my word.”  And Jeremiah basically responds, “You must not know me very well, because I think you made a mistake picking me.”  Listen to how quickly the LORD turns Jeremiah’s attention off of himself and back onto the LORD.
7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
Jeremiah need not worry about what other people thought about him.  His youth did not matter because he was not speaking from his own wisdom or experience.  He was speaking the words of the LORD—the God who had created everything, a God who was older than the beginning.  

It is natural to be afraid when you’re doing something that is outside of your comfort zone.  Jeremiah would be delivering messages to people, some of them very powerful and influential people who would not like what he said.  He would be telling people who were comfortable in their sin to turn away from that sin.  That’s not comfortable.  But see how reassuring the LORD is.  He would be with Jeremiah, right next to his side.  If he was in trouble, the LORD would rescue him.  
But the LORD doesn’t stop there.  The LORD is a God of reassurance.  He goes out of his way to drive home his point to Jeremiah:
9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”
Nothing is as reassuring as touch.  One hug does more than ten “I love you”s.  The large hand of a parent on the small hand of their child not only guides, but gives security and confidence.  The LORD allows Jeremiah to feel the touch of the LORD on his mouth as he verbally reassures him that his very own words are in Jeremiah’s mouth.  

And he reminds Jeremiah of how powerful his words are.  With these words he would have authority over kings and countries.  These words had the power to tear apart down to the foundation or build up to the sky.  

Jeremiah was nothing spectacular.  Many of the kings to whom he spoke thought that he was an annoyance at best and a traitor at worst.  They didn’t want to listen to what he said.  And that meant that they didn’t want to listen to what God said.  But when you look at a human being, you don’t see God.  When you hear words coming from a human’s mouth you convince yourself that they are only the words of a human.  Jeremiah was thrown into prisons and cisterns.  His life was not easy but difficult and burdensome.  And yet God never left his side.  He always rescued him.  And in the end, the whole nation of Israel was uprooted and taken into exile because they would not listen to the word of God that Jeremiah spoke.  They had assumed that Jeremiah was as harmless as two AA batteries and had found themselves smoking and twitching on the floor because they failed to see the power of God in Jeremiah.
When you read through Jeremiah, you can’t help but shake your head at the nation of Israel and its leaders.  How could they be so dense?  How could you not listen to a prophet of God?  And yet we are all to familiar with the feeling of ignoring those who bring God’s Word to us.  They say, “This is what God says” and we ignore them.  We convince ourselves that somehow they have their own agenda.  We convince ourselves that there is nothing wrong with the life we’re leading.  We convince ourselves that pastors and teachers are just human and can be ignored if we don’t like what they are saying.  

We, like the people of Judah, need to repent of our sins of abusing God’s Word and the messengers of that Word.  We need to hear the words of our Gospel reading this morning that tells us that God sent his own Son—the very Word of God himself to be a human.  We hear that he said things that were unpopular but true.  He allowed himself to be abused by his own hometown.  He allowed himself to be killed by the very people he came to save.  But we know that God was with his Great Prophet all the way.  We know that he rescued him from death and raised him to life again.  And we know that he did all of that so that he could free us from our sin.    

God knew every single one of you here this morning from the time that he put you together in such a marvelous fashion in your mothers.  And he set you apart.  He wanted you to be his own.  In baptism he placed you under his Son’s sacrifice and covered you with the beautiful clothes of perfection.  He used water so that you and those around you could feel and hear that God had placed his name over you and washed away your sin.  
He made you his disciple, his follower on that day.  And he has given all of this disciples a task—to be messengers of his Word.  “But I’m not good with words.  I’m nothing.  I’m just a child.  I can’t share God’s Word—that’s why we have pastors to do it for us!”  You, like Jeremiah, are feeling hesitancy because you know yourself very well and you know that your are inadequate for the task.
So God reminds you this morning that it is not about you and your capabilities.  It is about him and his strength.  He is beside you all the way.  Jesus promised his disciples who were going out with his Word that he would be with them always, to the very end of the age.  That promise was for you too.  Jesus is always with you.  The power LORD God of Israel, the Creator of the world is standing by your side and will rescue you.  

“But I don’t know what to say!”  God has given you his Words.  You have God’s words to Adam, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah and all his prophets.  You have the words of God’s own Son.  You have the Bible.  In it is the message of Law—a message that overturns and destroys people’s confidence in themselves and their own works.  You have the message of the Gospel—a message that builds up confidence in our Savior and his power for us and in us.  
It is a daunting task to be a spokesman of God.  But remember this week what a powerful thing a prophet of God is.  Remember that God knows you better than you know yourself.  Remember everything he went through to set you apart as his own.  Remember that he is always with you.  Remember that his powerful Word is in you.  

AMEN.
